











Attitudes to the Maori Language

Maori was the first language understood by
nearly two fifths of our informants in Pakuranga and
Howick. Half preferred to use Maori or both Maori
and English in everyday conversations although most
preferred English for reading and writing. In
Umupuia, all the people we spoke to said that Maori
had been the first language they had understood and
most still preferred Maori for conversations.

Many of the people we spoke to expressed concern
about the state of the Maori language and commented
that they would like their own children to learn to
speak Maori. Because of this, there was a great deal
of sgpport for the introduction of the teaching of
Maori into schools. One woman in her B80s told us she
had been a supporter of this all her life.

This is a purely imaginary map of the district covered by this
report, on which the households included in the survey have *
been located to show the Maori language resources of the area.
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Another man told us he blamed the Education
Department for the decline of the Maori language
because of the punishment children received in
schools for speaking Maori, while one woman told us
that Maori in schools was a good idea - "it will be
more use than French, especially for Maori kids."

Quite a few parents, both Maori and non-Maori
were planning to learn Maori so they would be able to
teach their children, although several reported that
their children did not seem very enthusiastic about

learning.

Some parents however had decided not to teach
their children Maori and now regretted this. One
informant told us that when he was a child he had
decided that the Maori way of life held no value and
"looked up to the Pakeha because of material wealth."”
Now he too regretted this decision as he lost so much
of his knowledge of Maoritanga.

One man who was a fluent speaker of Maori told
us that he had been asked by other Maori people in
the community if he would teach their children Maori.
However, he had refused saying that he knew only his
own dialect and could not possibly cater for all the
dialects of the different children.

There was also a feeling expressed by some
people of isolation from other Maori speakers which
led to feelings of sadness and also sometimes a loss
of ability in speaking Maori. This isolation was
often caused by living in the city although one woman
mentioned being married to a person unable to speak
Maori also contributed to this sense of separation
from the language.




There was gquite a contrast in some ways between
the affluent suburbs of Pakuranga and Howick, and the
traditional Maori community at Umupuia. However,
Maori-speakers in all these places had been affected
by their position as a minority in an English-
speaking world. The fFamilies at Umupuia had managed
to hold onto the language for a little longer than
the immigrants to Howick and Pakuranga, but even in
Umupuia the language had ceased to be the main
language of family conversations.

Many of the people we interviewed would have
been greatly encouraged by developments since the
survey - kohanga reo, ataarangi, and the new emphasis
on taha Maori in schools. It is to be hoped that

they will be able to make use of these new
initiatives to help their children and grandchildren
regain a part of their cultural heritage which, when
we visited the area, was in grave danger of being
lost.
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The Survey of Language Use in Maori Households and Communities

The census of language use on which this report is based is the first part of a general study of
the place of the Maori language in Maori communities, its structure, how it is spoken and
written under modern conditions, and its relevance to New Zealand as a nation. This study is
being conducted by the Maori Unit of the New Zealand Council for Educational Research.
Fieldwork for the census phase began in Whangaroa County and Te Tii in August 1973, and
ended in August 1978. Follow-up studies and studies in additional communities will be
undertaken from time to time (the first of these was conducted in Waverley in August 1979).
The map on the front cover shows the approximate localities in which ten or more
households were visited between 1973 and 1979. Since the linguistic census was completed,
the major task of the Unit has been the analysing and reporting of the information collected. At
the same time, however, studies of the structure and usage of the Maori language have
commenced; these will result in a series of handbooks and other materials for teachers of Maori
(including parents), and for people wishing to learn the language. An example of this is The
First Basic Maori Word List, published in 1982. Other publications have included background
studies for bilingual education projects, and reports on policy issues affecting the Maori
language and Maori speakers — for example, the legal status of Maori in New Zealand.

The Purpose of This Report

This report has been prepared for the people who participated in the original survey and who
provided the information on which it is based. It is hoped that it will encourage people to
compare the situation now with that at the time covered by the report, and that this
information will provide a basis for discussion and debate about what action, if any, each
community might take to ensure that the Maori language is at least as important in the twenty-
first century as it was in the 1970s.

Further Information

One copy of this report is provided free to each person interviewed during the linguistic
census in the area concerned, and to local schools, Maori Language Boards, and Maori
Committees. Further information about the linguistic survey, and lists of publications, may be
obtained from the Maori Unit, New Zealand Council for Educational Research, P.O. Box 3237,
Wellington.
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