NZCER Assessment
Online testing, reporting and analysis

NZCER Online Assessment
Students can sit NZCER tests through an attractive, easy-to-use online platform. NZCER Marking also provides
an extensive range of online reporting and analysis.

NZCER Marking’s new, easy-to-use
online testing platform

Online testing subject areas

The benefits of online testing

NZCER’s high quality research-based assessments are
available in the following subject areas:

Being able to sit tests online offers
students and teachers many advantages.
Here are just a few:

• PAT: Mathematics

• Immediate and detailed feedback of test
results

• PAT: Reading Comprehension
• PAT: Reading Vocabulary

• Reduces teacher’s test administration
time

• PAT: Listening Comprehension
• PAT: Punctuation and Grammar
• Science: Thinking with Evidence
• STAR Reading Test

• More engaging for students
• Ability to adapt the test platform, such as
dyslexia fonts
• Allows students to sit tests on
computers, laptops and tablets as small
as the iPad mini
• 100% accuracy in marking
• It’s cheaper - no need to purchase paper
tests
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Not ready to do online testing?
We recognise many schools are not ready for online testing, so all
of our assessments are still available as paper-based tests.

Gain access to powerful reporting and analysis
Both online and paper-based assessments give schools access to
a wide range of online reports. The online reporting allows you to
easily navigate between report types and investigate patterns and
trends across a class or classes, or for different questions. Other
reports can show a snapshot of the whole school’s progress over
time. All of the reports link together so you can drill down to the
assessment information you require. Reports also suggest next
steps for learning using the Assessment Resource Banks (ARBs).
We provide a number of options for using NZCER Marking, in order
to meet the needs of all schools.

OPTION 1: ONLINE TESTING
After students sit the tests online, the full range of online
reporting and analysis is immediately available.

OPTION 2: MANUAL ENTRY
Schools purchase paper tests and manually enter the results
online. This will then generate the full range of reporting and
analysis. You can select a combination of options, marking some
tests yourself and sending others to us to scan, or sitting some
tests online and others on paper. See the back page for our pricing
structure and the cost of each option.

OPTION 3: SCANNING
Schools purchase paper tests and pay NZCER to scan the answer
sheet. They can then log in to access the full range of reporting
and analysis.

Examples of NZCER Marking’s online reports
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Get the technical support and advice you need
We have a great team who are able to provide a range of
ongoing assessment support and advice. Our skilled and
responsive support specialists are available to answer all of
your subscription, setup, troubleshooting, data and report
queries via our support line on 04 802 1630 or by email at
assessmentservices@nzcer.org.nz.

Take advantage of our optional added features
Item Report

Schools who are interested in diving deeper into their assessment
data now have the option of upgrading their subscription
to include one-on-one time with our Education Adviser. Our
experienced Education Adviser can help collate and analyse
assessment data, and can discuss the best tools and assessment
PAT-Marking
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Which tone is the storyteller using when she calls detention a
“delightful prospect”?

50.0
87.5

(71)

Why is the word “Look” used at the beginning of paragraph two?

62.5

(58)

Why does the storyteller think a bracelet is preferable to a
piercing?

Which tone is the storyteller using when she says, “Fine, sure,
whatever”?
What is the “hypocrisy” the storyteller can’t stand?

50.0
50.0

(58)

(53)
(46)

Which language technique does the storyteller often use to help her
make a point?

75.0

If you were learning a new language, which part of your brain would
you be using most?

87.5

(60)

62.5

(71)

Where is the cerebrum found?

According to this text, what has not yet been discovered?
What impression of the brain does this text create?
Why were half the lifeboats “useless”?
What position is the Wahine in?

Which line from the text suggests the people were powerless?

How was the storyteller most likely feeling when his “breath caught”?
What was the “sinking white shape” in the last paragraph?
From whose point of view is this poem written?

87.5

87.5
37.5

25.0

87.5

87.5

100.0

75.0

(56)

(72)

(49)
(48)

(36)

(62)

(68)

(74)

(68)

In verse one, what does the storyteller dislike most about the new
uniform?

87.5

(76)

37.5

(37)

In verse three, the phrase \she feasts on pins\" suggests that the
mother..."

87.5

(75)

100.0

(51)

In verse two, what is the main thing the storyteller dislikes about
the school uniform?
What does the storyteller feel most unhappy about overall?
Solar salt gets its name because its grains are...

Where does most of he table salt we use come from?
According to this text, why is salt iodized?

Why is calcium phosphate added to table salt?
What is the main purpose of this text?

What was Sophia Hinerangi doing when she saw the phantom canoe?
What did Tühoto Ariki think caused the water levels in Lake
Rotomahana to rise and fall?
Why did most of the people of Te Wairoa survive?

37.5
87.5
62.5

(54)
(50)
(56)

75.0

(65)

75.0

(57)

87.5

(64)

100.0
37.5

(60)

(46)

Why didn’t the Tühourangi people return to their homeland when it had
recovered from the eruption?

87.5

Why did Hamish ask Tama to help him chop wood?

12.5

Which line, as used in the text, suggests that Tama might be capable
of violence?

87.5

(62)

75.0

(69)

What is the main purpose of the last paragraph?
What did Hamish think of Tama’s tattoos?

How did Tama feel when Hamish said it was time to stop chopping?

Why did Tama laugh after the two boys looked sideways at each other?
What did Tama most likely think about Hamish at the end?

50.0
62.5

87.5

87.5

(63)

(55)

(30)

(56)

(60)

(65)

According to the author, which of these has been proven?

50.0

(44)

According to the author, what do hen cages and pig crates have in
common?

75.0

(66)

According to the author, why are our factory farms particularly
embarrassing?

37.5

(35)

What is the main argument the author makes?

Which statement makes the strongest attempt to appeal to the reader’s
emotions?

50.0
25.0

(35)

What is the main reason why sow pigs in factory farms will never turn
around?

62.5

(55)

(28)
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Year Group Report

Progressive Achievement Test of Mathematics
NZCER School Year 8 (Reference Group Used: Year 8)
Number of
Students

Mean Scale
Score (patm)

43

58.5 (54.9)

Standard Deviation
Scale Score (patm)
7.8 (11.3)

Median
(patm)

Lower Quartile
(patm)

Upper Quartile
(patm)

58.5 (54.9)

54.1 (47.1)

64.2 (60.7)

Lowest Score
(patm)
45.8

Highest Score
(patm)

Mean Stanine

72.6

5.6 (5.0)

Numbers in brackets provide national reference group statistics

Year 8 PAT:Mathematics
Features at a glance:
100

• The option of administering NZCER assessments online or on paper
80

Scale Score (patm)

• Range of easy-to-grasp reports that can:
60

– analyse achievement at individual, class, school and question level
40

– analyse progress over time
• Links to the Assessment Resource Banks (ARBs) for related material to use as
NZCER School National Reference
next steps for learning
Group Year 8
NZCER

• SMS integration: import SMS data to set up students and assessments, and
Report
export results back to your SMS List
Progressive Achievement Test of Mathematics: Test 5
• Option to gather and analyse aggregated data for clusters, at no additional cost.
NZCER School Year 8 Class Room 7 (Reference Group Used: Year 8)

Summary of results

Number of Students
11

Mean Scale Score
(patm)

Standard Deviation
Scale Score (patm)

Mean Stanine

7.8 (11.3)

5.4 (5.0)

57.4 (54.9)

Numbers in brackets provide national reference group statistics

Test Score

PAT :Mathematics
Scale Score (patm)

Alex Choy

19

55.2 ± 3.3

0

5

Alan Cowling

19

55.2 ± 3.3

0

5

Bruce Brock

17

53.0 ± 3.3

0

5

Diana Bowsher

17

53.0 ± 3.3

0

5

Henry Hughes

11

45.8 ± 3.7

0

3

Jerry Bull

22

58.5 ± 3.3

0

5

Luke Brown

19

55.2 ± 3.3

1

5

Mattai Tapp

24

60.7 ± 3.3

0

6

Student Name

Number of Omits

Year 8 Stanine
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Pricing structure
There is a base annual subscription for online assessment services, with
additional amounts for more subjects and additional services such as scanning
and online testing.

Base price

How to subscribe
Schools can subscribe online anytime
at nzcer.org.nz/marking-servicesubscription
For subscription queries

$250 annual subscription (January-December) for access to NZCER Marking.
Subject areas can be purchased for $25 each. The base price for a subscription to all
7 subjects costs $425.

Option prices

Contact our Support Specialists on
04 802 1630 or
assessmentservices@nzcer.org.nz
Ordering paper tests and answer
sheets

Schools can order paper tests and
answer sheets online at
nzcer.org.nz/tests/shop-school-tests
or by email at sales@nzcer.org.nz

Option 1: ONLINE TESTING
Students sit the tests online. No paper tests to pay for!
You pay:
Base price plus
• $2.00 per student per test

For any queries

Phone our sales team on 04 802 1450.

Option 2: MANUAL ENTRY
Schools purchase paper tests and answer sheets and manually enter the results into
NZCER Marking.
You pay:
Base price plus
• Price of paper tests and answer sheets

Option 3: SCANNING
Schools purchase paper tests and answer sheets and pay NZCER to scan* the answer
sheets. This option provides seamless integration from pen and paper to online data and
reporting.
You pay:
Base price plus
• Price of paper tests and answer sheets
• $2.50 for every scanned answer sheet
*Scanning is not available for STAR tests or Test Booklets 1 and 2 of PAT: Listening.
Visit nzcer.org.nz/marking-service-cost-calculator to calculate exactly how much testing
will cost based on the number of students and how many subject areas you’d like to test.
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