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Possible subthemes 
Futures-thinking in the classroom/in 
the curriculum
How are learners and teachers engaging in 
futures-thinking or futures-building? 
How does The New Zealand Curriculum 
address the future? 
What might curriculum be like in the future?

The future of digital learning and 
teaching
What do we know, and what do we not yet 
know, about digital learning and teaching? 
How are today’s technological innovations 
shaping teaching and learning for tomorrow?
What trends and possibilities are on the 
horizon for digital teaching and learning?

Pedagogical innovation for the future
What does research tell us about innovative 
pedagogical approaches and practices 
today? 
How can this research inform future practice?

Learning environments for the future
What are the features of a “21st century” 
learning environment? 
How have learning environments changed, 
and how might they continue to change? 
What can we learn from learners, teachers, 
parents, and communities’ experiences with 
new and emerging learning environments?
What might learning environments be like in 
the future?

Learners’ futures and future learners 
What does research tell us about learners? 
How have ideas, assumptions, and attitudes 
about learners changed over time? 
What might we anticipate could be true for 
learners in the future? 
What might future learners need?

Teachers’ futures and future teachers
What does research tell us about teachers 
and teaching? 
What makes teachers or teaching “future-
oriented”?
What kinds of initial teacher education and 
teacher professional development are likely 
to support the needs of future-oriented 
teachers?

Educational research for the future
How can educational research contribute to 
the future of education? 
How can or should educational research 
evolve to meet future needs? 
What new or emerging research approaches 
might be needed to support future practice?

Educational leadership for the future
What can research tell us about future-
oriented educational leadership, and what 
might be needed by educational leaders in 
the future?

To mark the 40th anniversary of  
set: Research Information for Teachers,  
we invite contributions to a special issue 
on the theme “Future education”

Editors: Josie Roberts and Rachel Bolstad (guest editor)

The standard guideline for submissions to set calls for articles “based on quality 
educational research which reflect current practices and thinking”. This special 
issue invites contributors to extend beyond the usual focus on the current 
practice and thinking in order to contribute quality research-based insights into 
possibilities for future practice and thinking.  

Contributions may address areas connected with education for the future, 
education about the future, as well as education in the future. They may focus on 
learners and learning, teachers and teaching, curriculum, assessment, educational 
leadership, and educational structures and systems. Contributions should:

be written in a style that is engaging, accessible and motivating for • set’s 
audience (teachers, school leaders, and other educators)

be supported by a strong platform of research and theory • 

enhance readers’ understanding of current research knowledge in area(s) that • 
are relevant to education for, about, or in the future

raise critical questions and highlight key ideas that engage and empower • 
readers to think about their own practice and what they could do to support 
better outcomes for the future (including outcomes for learners, teachers, whole 
schools, communities, New Zealand, and/or for the education system as a 
whole). 

We welcome any articles that are relevant to the theme and fit the criteria 
outlined above. In particular, we encourage authors who are interested in using 
the “future education” theme as a lens to focus their writing in areas where they 
have extensive research or practice experience. Review articles that synthesise 
across prior research to contribute new insights are also encouraged. A list of 
possible subthemes is appended.

The editorial process

Because of the special nature of this issue, we ask prospective authors to submit 
a title and abstract of 500 to 1000 words outlining their proposed article. (Please 
ensure the abstract clearly identifies how the proposed article aligns with the 
future education theme). The editors will correspond with authors to discuss the 
proposed articles and the editorial process before acceptance of full manuscripts. 
For manuscripts, the standard guidelines for authors1 will apply. Submissions 
should be sent to josie.roberts@nzcer.org.nz

TimELinE
Deadline for submission of abstracts: 16 August 2013

Submission of complete manuscripts: 11 October 2013


